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CT.EATT}IG.LIINDS: AN ANAToM]. oF CREAITVITY SEEI{ TERoUcq THEqw{ qF F!ErJD, ETNSTETN, prcAsso, srx^vD.EKt, EUOT,-eRAE&'A}rD'
GANDHL Ir Gardo.r. Es.ic Boorr Ncy yd. rsN 0_{65rirn. Pri*ns"oo fr"piiJ"ii.-
t",9,*.'Ic-y?4 GardDcr c.D!id!n rhc Fsorrtiri.+ codEburiod a.od iEprcr of scv!!r.Dospuraory cR:tuvc 

'.odrvrduals lft|E rh. zrrh €.!!r!y: Fr!!d. Eilsrlia pica$o, srravbsky.Eior,. Cnhro la. j eadhi Ar tour guidc b rh6c grar,raa., C"rri,* i" ;.'U, 
" 

it
codolltrg 

.orutdtE ol. cxpcftsc ard Flchologic.l .cu[!n wu! ddidtftl wricirg ,rytc.
oook rs. eon! |!r,ti!t riDply .r r nvc!i!8 irEodu.rjo! to ,cvc!

toq.nug ngrul! or rds ccnnrry. rtr ruccs rdtiErrdy d.pad5 o! thc codoor tbrs& lhar hcw€v6 llmuglout his a.aalF6. Thsc rhors iaotudi bndgDg quriiurjvc A.e., C*U*
1982) ard qua4ir:Ivc hnloooEctlic a!.lyt6 of f&rort.ouraoo io i"rg. soupl. o'i'Urrto-iJ
Eoruou:us tc.g., srEodroo. ry94). apprord.. !o cdrariviry, Eutript. urc{igE!c.. (Card-!cr..
ry6,))r roc lDporlatcc ot a closc cound.!! d t!. tio. ofr brarthroqh, asd thc .tcn-va-
ruic . wh.rcby.ar lca3! t![ yeals of i!{!p.! E|i!i!8 is !.c.s.ry tor a firir Uratrlrourl-'wii
rurucr Drca.srlrrougls at appmrllllrr.ly r![.trrr itr!fl.Ir How"vcr. hcr! w€ tocllr ;o $I!!
tic6.s wc rourd cspcqally provoctqvc ald p.r?lsjtg.

Onc t!.Ec rbat pcflacrr.3 Csrd!./r book i! rb!,Epona.occ of,oE€ ajp€ct of childlilc
rhi*l'g for crEaow dilcovcry. Ei!st!i!, for .rrspl€, b cla$cr.rucd ei rhc lp.t".li;chjfii
rld h notcd to havc ohlrvcd:

'... a lornal aduit rcrlr sroF !o rbilk.bour... rp.c! sid tjEc... Bu! Ely iDtdLcrual
d.v€lopEcat w!3 .cr.d.4 ar r ((3d! ofehi.n I bea! ro soadc! abour spacc ald dro. ody,
whlo I h.ad &!ady glowE up. Nadnltytcouri godcceulo llcprobitn..., (pl9t.'

Agai!, Picaso. 
'rhca discLisi.og cbildna,! dr.rilg ob!.fird:

Whm I w.! rhci. a{c I coLld dray litc Rrp&&l bu! i! hls rat.! E. a kholc lif.ullc !o
Iclrd ro dlaw Uke !bd' (p.l4t,

AlthouSh_Ei!3tli[ llrd Picano plovid! &!d ciida.. for rb. ispon !c! of a cbild.liL.
pccpccriv.. Gardrc! atso 3..! rh! t1|6r cvida..d i! tl! tilq oi otU LA*iauat trc con:tacrs:
Fftud focu5.d o! chjldna 3 u!g!. s.nd dil@||. Eio! diilr|tlcd an appnoatou for tti odr
ald wror! playftl po.ss for chdtr.StraviEtt |dd Cr"!E sho*cd left!1ty ro b€$ Drit!r!;
r!yr!.dr alo ss.d.rDl rw.alcd c!rl(t,litd.|! boi! bodity (,!.t d !o LB! worjd. Droud ofhis Dodv.t
r.Ed Ecor.Iy, wtrb a Fiiric.l_ph o.opby 6rt ldpbizst iiEDr. naljE! ofhnEc*r ad cquatiry.
_ lac olsc$$o! or c!.ud.urc h,nh"8 cicrtt r ttrcorlri.i] lclslod rl.l rypifi.s ma.oy of
cardlcrt th!o6. How. fo. cx.,'pL, do Stc.viutys r.ad6cy to pict fighi; ald Aa;ht;
prcoccup3go! wrlh bodily i8crior capn r! 6c a.sc uld.rlyirg clrlliv. discrsio!? Is it a
v.ry gcd.ril son of cbild-tikc Gapcra:n or r!.t i! iEpodr.u? lI soi !b.a d!r! €s ycaf! of h-
dcPlh rral.a$8, cbrld prodig.!' u!hu! c.l'r!!irtti,o! of Fuliag ald yourhnj t6xr"ro*r
rhould lcsd to gica(lr crlllviry. Yc! cird!6 :rgu!3 rnrt balg a child prodi8)' ;ay ;;*
lgalli cltarivc iDDovatio8 rbr! rlquir! .... . d.prror! loo thc mno- rhatior g!!n tfe
raos! ta.lclt d youlh ca! fadom,(p.38O)- ApF.lady, a youth$rl outloot faalila-
iDlovaioa that youth iBdf day prccluda Hor,6,cr. rltboush cxpcri.oc. i! ".E .r.; fo.
crcativiry, ii ioo cad bc a! ob*adc !o ftcolrizi!8 ,ttll!ftivc apgorch<.

Allbougb Cardlcr acbovlcdg!! thc rFs8 codEadicrio!3, lhc ft.odcitiaiio! of th6c
dilparlucs is lcar tha! ra6fyiD8. PcrhrF rt! urlilcly pai.iq of !h€s! &!.rrlly ilcordpaublc
qudidls €xpl&iis tlc r.n!y of rnr. iuovuir!- Addiriomdy, rh.sc alErbulB dav oliv Jz,,
dbpai-atc unrii r.hey a!! conbild iD rhc ri8ht pqson :r thc nglr dn!. A .frcah 

o.lsDccdvc
whc! cnbodid i! a child prodi$/ Ery prod.! Dlr! rriEry, whcrea! rh. lasc airriB in ihc
righ! adult Eay €nablc a cctta'l ina/!ltrr., i! shich cdning appro..hca ar! iisdta;cously
uldr:nrood ald abaddo!.d.

Csrdlcr a,&o suggdts that p6so.d ittlblD.6 (.sy!chro!ica) rlay wlu rdl.c! a 3carch for
eoacrlirg rEaily dilquicrilg ro tE!C. eitb- LiL! Do.tot lvsky's Railohilov, wbo Buldcrld
b.!au!c he Hievcd that cxtraordilrry ildiviituk lrl|.'r !,ar$c!od staldrrd llorrt codca.
t!ad!!! ioay b€ r6prld to s..k F!o!d .tlEi|tltilt |r th.jr owtr liv6, ar cadDc! rucr.6rs
th.r such iEb.lanc.s oay bc a.o ilgrEdiEr of crlarilr ru.c8r.
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Al onc lcvcl, Gardncrt treatmcot ofrlylchrooics s..ms taulolocical. Sircc ruc illolariotr
r.quircs chaldgins th! sra$s quo, it is dilncult lo imagi.c hoe ;oc @uld bc uuly crc.lvc
without causing somc turbulcrcr b th. fidd. Thus, to sugg6t that 'cach of our ildividuals
sta.Bds out in th. cxlmt to wbich hc or !h. sought corditioDs of asynchrony, I! livhg a kird
of thril or flo!, explricDcr frod bcilg at rhc cdgc iof th€ir fi€ldl' (p.382), s..ns ody to say
|nal crcativc irdividuals s.€k !o bc crcstiv!. Ncvc(hcl6s, this flirtation with cirsuladry s..ms
uscful in dcpictjrg thc tyF of crnditioB that lnay l!3d to imovations. For.xamplc, it is a.u
iotnSui.g suggcllror lhat cr.ativity n y bc .onarcld by a margiDal rclrtiooship bdecc!
oD6.lf ald ooc\ conmurity, €ilhcr t&ough binh (c.s., EinstciD ald Frcud's Jcwish.n6s,
Crahan\ scrdct or sclf-inpoiitior (Eliot's crnigration to Europc).

Thc irlportaDc! of aryrchroDy is Fhaps bcst illustt'ard by GaldDcls discussio! of thc
'Faustitn Raryain'. This thcBc should caus€ rcadcls Bo$l Frsoml erlnchrony. As D. J.
S€hcno DoEd i! a r..!Dl ,V., Yolk Tinl€ @n'ncntary,'Wc comc to bclicvc thc !.rson
capablc of clevatilg thc nuldarc acts of oul tiv€s, fittint th!r! iDto tbc grardcr Ecord of
humao cxistcrc. must a.lso pos56! a grlat r m.asurc of s,iidoe'. Y€t, Csrddcr crmpcliDsly
documcrts thc ba!. qualiti6 thst lldkbgly corcast with lofty accortrpliimcDrsr Frcud's
yindictiy.nds. Ei$t in\ dirunt ftladoDship with his fanily, Picaslo ! sadisric b€haviour,
Etiot's anti-senitisin. Granam\ .xttlne s.lf-ccoftdncas aDd Caadhi's calouloc.s ioward his
farnny. Th6c Sbrirg flal,s iuggcat inl.rlal asy[chrooics, aod dsaorsr-atc thar gEar public
accomplishmcnts D!€d Dot bc a.c.mpanicd by prietc virtuc. Hos,cvcr, Gardncr funhcr
argucs that Flsooal iradcquacils may acNaly bc p3n of lh€ bargai! of b.irg !ftly crearivc.

Hc offcrs som.timet dispsnt. a...|l!t! of tbis 'bargaiD'. Sonctimcs uDap!.alirg p.rsoml
qualiriG a!. vicw.d as a! urfortuda& by-produc! r€sulting froln l&k of rim. for Bon-
prof.ssioDal activi!6 (as appar.rdy with Ei!st!i! ard Grrhlm) or from a blort.d cso lhal
pr.cludcs adcquaic rEspcct for oth63, asd/or €Dsbl6 th. iDdividuai to fc.l rhcy ca.o alTo.d
c.nain characl.r tuws (a! appaftirdy $irh Pic!3ro). Elscr/hcrc, such qualiri€s src dcscribcd as
acrualy facilibtirg accomplishm.al. Il s.?ms sclf-cvidcrt that thos. willilg to la€rific. a
round.d pcrsood cxist oc. Ely gri! r profcssioEal cd8c. Ho\r,cvcr, i.o placca Gs.ddcr sug86l!
$ar unplca3all!6s Day Eflcct Dor. lhar sinpl. silgl€'miDd.dDcai of pulposc, aod may
acrully bc a tourc€ of iGpirado! (c.9., i! disclrssior of Pic.rsso, Stlavi!3ky ald Elioo.
Acaordingly, crcators' unpl.asant ltr.aks p.rhaF rcflcct ar ulwittjlg Dc.d to lrir rhirgs up iD
ordcr to haw6t thc producB clicitld by s.lf-inposcd alyncbrooics.

Thc suggcsrjoD tha! crcaliv! iDdividualr' udplcalant strcak may fccd th.ir crc.advc fir.s
raiscs $c qucsrio! of how pcrsoDal a3Fchronica fa.illatc cr.5tiviry. PcrhaF i!!cma.l tctrsioDs
causc angst uat promotcs rGtlcasnc.s and prcvcnts coDplaccocy. If so, it llay bc possiblc io
cmpficaly tcsf thc notion th.at cnalvc individuz.ls .rgagc i! urplc{s3lr bchaviours to
maiDtain a critical lcvcl of al8sr. Acaordiigly, individu.ts whos. liv6 e.r. cxt.mally
chalcag.d (..8., by b€r.:vclicoti s.. Simod'or, 1994) may ftt nc.d to rtilicialy [lailrai!
thcir argst lcvd, aod clDs.quatly Eigbt b€ plcasart r than th.ir morc 'fotulal! cnativ! p.crs.

Gard!.r'r book niscs nary h&r6ti!g issu.s whosc r6oludo! *ill haE lo await futurc
rcs.arch. Althoud .Epidcnlly orimtld radcrs nay woodcr about th. g.ncnlizabitity of his
c$nclusions. thc quantifiabitity of hn dirncdsro , rhc rcprBatativcocss of his sampl€, ard
who should bc coDsidcrcd thc approprhtc conparisob sroup, if Ca.drcr's hlTor!€s6 dc
corrdt, such vcxatioa may fost.r futurc crEativ. insighrs.
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